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Suggestions for use with ‘Branches’

A. SERVIAM is the spirit at the centre of our action in the con-
temporary world.

How do we explain this to Board and Parents? How do we involve
them in it? Are they aware of our Ursuline activities in this area
throughout the world?

B. ““Angela lived her life in a way that was countercultural in the
1500’s and is still countercultural in the 21* century”. (from —
Angela’s Charism in my Life and Work)

Are we still accepting this challenge today? Are there any other chal-
lenging issues for you in the articles of “Branches”?

C. What would Angela be saying today about:
Globalisation?

Modern Technology?

Environmental issues?

Educational Leadership?

Woman’s role in society?
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SERVIAM: Experience of a Culture of Service

The year is 1944 in England. On a September morning, an
11 year old walks up a fairly steep hill (ironically called The Downs)
on her first day as an Ursuline girl. She wears on her hat (yes, she
had to wear a hat!) the Serviam badge. On her blazer pocket — again
— the Serviam badge. By the end of the day, she had bought all her
notebooks (only available from school) all bearing the Serviam
badge on the front cover. She had no idea on that first day what Ser-
viam actually meant but she soon learned. The ideal of Serviam was
to be always before her eyes.

Very early on, through her form mistress (= homeroom
teacher = class teacher) she could recognize the constellation “Little
Bear”or Ursa Minor and know that the name of Ursula derived from
it. Its two pointers leading directly to the fixed Pole Star taught her to
live with eyes set on an ideal. The Cross above the device “Serviam:
I will Serve” showed her that
walking the path to realizing an ideal might be challenging but One
had walked it before her, the One who came fo serve, not to be
served, and to give his life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45 ) She
did not know then that the Serviam badge had been proposed for Ur-
suline students as far back as 1931 by the then Prioress General of
the Ursulines, Mother Marie de St. Jean Martin. That great educator
trusted that the badge would be a sign of unity of hearts and minds as
well as a means of recognition among Ursuline students worldwide —
globalization before most people had thought of it. She chose the
word: Serviam, as the ideal, the battle cry, attributed to those angel
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spirits who, before creation, chose loyalty and obedience to God,
rather than the pride and self-interest of the rebel angels centered on
their own arrogance.

What did it all mean in reality in those far off days when so-
ciety was so different from ours? The girl was expected to be helpful,
to do everything thoroughly whether it be moving desks and chairs,
cleaning up here and there, washing endless cups after lunch, helping
younger students in different ways, toiling quite many hours during a
hot afternoon for the annual Charity Sale on Fair Day. In fact, she
was happy, along with her friends, that Serviam was a way of life, a
way of living. She was in no way an outstanding student; she never
won a prize for anything until the day she left school, at the Annual
Prizegiving, the highly coveted Senior Service Prize, totally unex-
pected.

The year is 2012. In a land far away from her native one, she
shares her experience of the ideal of Serviam with young women of a
generation and culture very different from hers. The joy is that Ser-
viam is vibrant and living still among Ursuline students as it has al-
ways been. Today’s students respond to the needs of those who, in so
many ways, are less privileged physically, intellectually or mentally
than they are. Their hearts are open to truth; they go beyond them-
selves in love, expending time and energy often with immense gen-
erosity, responding to ideals of self-forgetfulness when they are pre-
sented to them. They serve the physically challenged, the most-
disadvantaged students in mountain areas, the aged who are often
lonely and neglected. Leadership is understood as service no matter
what the context in which it will be practiced. The students bear wit-
ness to an ideal shared with Ursuline students worldwide. This torch
is lit and blazing already. May all those who share in the educational
charism of St. Angela take hold of it joyfully and carry it forward to
light up the paths through life of all those entrusted by her to their
care.

Ellen Mary Mylod osu
Taiwan



Ursuline Student Profile in Senegal

A survey made among the pupils of the “College Sainte Ur-
sule” in the school year 2010-2011 and among the alumnae, on the
basis of three important questions, allowed us to measure the impact
of values given through education on the lives of those who went to
this school.

1. How and by what means did your confidence in yourself and in
others develop?

II. In what areas do you feel independent in the search for the truth
and how does it show as a value necessary for a better moral vi-
sion?

III. How has this education in values developed in you a deep interi-
or life?

The answers given to these questions and the personality
traits which emerge have made us respect the originality of each an-
swer, even if they evoke the same means and values.

Meeting others in the ‘College Sainte Ursule already pro-
duces an effect of increasing confidence in oneself and in others. My
entry to the “College Sainte Ursule” helped me a lot, because 1
learned there to have more confidence in myself. The fact of seeing
the faces of my friends every morning, of being beside people that 1
did not know and hearing them helped me to understand them better,
to get to know them and to trust them.

The truth that I hear every day, the advice and the consola-
tion given by all those with whom I live, developed a great confi-
dence in myself and in others, thanks also to shared classes and the



education I received, confidence which became more developed be-
cause I know that without it one can accomplish nothing.

A place at the “College Sainte Ursule” is already an addi-
tional reason to have confidence in oneself and in others. Moreover,
there were other reasons for these girls’ growth in confidence. Edu-
cational outings, cultural days and all the other organized activities
opened me up to others and helped me to develop ties of friendship
and of work with them in a perfect fraternal communion.

The “College Sainte Ursule” is an exemplary school where
one learns to be honest, to tell the truth and to behave in truth what-
ever the circumstances. All that is done there is done for the greater
glory of God, with faith and trust, as is suggested by the theme for
the year 2010/2011: Together, let us live in reality and in truth and
by the Ursuline badge Serviam (I will serve).

At the “College Sainte Ursule” I met an extensive educa-
tional team, of teachers, the principal, secretaries, staff and pupils,
united as one body, without distinction of race, religion or ethnicity.
The work dynamic of the educational team and of the pupils encour-
ages even more confidence.

The “College Sainte Ursule” is a family where we spend half
of our time, so all thebody of educators are like fathers or mothers
for us. They support us, give us advice and offer us the space to be at
ease and to learn.

Thus, the confidence acquired during our stay in the
“College Sainte Ursule” enables us to overcome fear and to create
really friendly relationships, but above all to feel better placed in
society.

All in all, the “College Sainte Ursule” remains a receptacle
of knowledge and of education, where, thanks to the encouragement,
advice and support of the whole educational team we blossom intel-
lectually, morally and spiritually.

An education in confidence necessarily involves values
which will manifest themselves in a better moral vision. The values
that our teachers inculcated in us enable us to blossom, to grow
harmoniously in all confidence. These values are rigour in work,
discipline, respect, love and tolerance.

For me, it is a great opportunity to have such a wonderful
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school and such a competent staff of educators, so devoted to our
education.

The “College Sainte Ursule” is a home in which pupils and
educational staff live side by side, with respect. They show a special
attention and great respect. My teachers consider the pupils as their
children. Finally, attendance at classes, perseverance, hope to be
able to serve one day and the time spent with others are all means of
strengthening confidance in oneself and in others. This confidence
in oneself and in others opens inescapably into the search for the
truth which is seen as a necessary value for a better moral vision.
The areas of expression of this autonomy remain friendship and so-
cial relationships where people accept one another as they are, with-
out judging. I feel independent in the search for the truth, in friend-
ship and in social relationships where sincerity and faithfulness
can be seen; we are educated according to these values at the
“College Sainte Ursule.”

These values are seen in my relationships with others by the
fact that 1 give them my opinion about their behaviour and their way
of life, but I also ask them not to hide anything from me. This is why
listening and ‘“knowing how to forgive” seem absolutely neces-
sary for a better moral vision. If there is no listening or forgiveness,
there can be no way to achieve reconciliation. That’s why to speak
out against injustice and cheating, to struggle against these vices is to
participate in the harmonious development of an honest and respon-
sible citizen. All this has to be rooted in the constant search for peace,
in an active and sincere solidarity. This value finds its basis in the
truth. This independence in the search for truth shows itself also in
service, in hope, but especially in the love of work and in persever-
ance through religious and moral teaching. This education in values
inevitably influences the interior life. In this way it contributes to the
formation of human development. When the Almighty taught me
through my teachers, my parents and my friends, I noticed in my
deepest self that I had changed a lot, because I have become a more
responsible girl, able now to participate in the development of the
nation. My life has become simpler, I love and I respect others better.
I am more in solidarity, more polite thanks to this education that 1
received in the College.
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Finally this education teaches how to live. It develops the
desire to go further in the search for knowledge and being. The
teaching given at this eminent school forged my personality, my
character. I was able to build an Ursuline character: I know how to
be strong, helpful and always deserving. The “College Sainte Ur-
sule” is an eminent place of education which strives to remain faith-
ful to the “Serviam” badge. All those who have had the experience of
Ursuline life, pupils as well as educators, remain marked by it. All
the values received in the College remain indelible.

Krystyna Mtynarz osu and Victor Sene
with a group of pupils and alumnae of the
“CollegeSainte Ursule” in Thies.

Senegal
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Serviam: Selfless Service

The call to Serviam is an inner-hunger, satisfied only in the
act of giving. It is a desire to challenge oneself and serve others
through sacrifice and an abundance of love. It is through service that
one discovers one’s spiritual being and truly becomes a child of
Christ.

It is in this light that I began searching for opportunities that
would open my heart to the sort of love that God intended of us — the
same kind of love He has for each being. I wanted to do something
that would not simply end with the conclusion of my journey at Ur-
suline Academy; rather I searched for the possibility of service that
would last a lifetime.

My family and I concluded that we wanted to initiate a pro-
gram, in which my entire family could be involved, with families
who had special-needs children — specifically those with cancer. We
made a few phone calls and found three families who wanted to meet
us. The fears and worries of all that could go wrong — upset children,
difficult moods, and impossible wants — instantly dissolved with the
first few seconds after I had met one family. The girl was young, on-
ly eleven years old. She had been battling with brain cancer for more
than half of her life; she had had several surgeries, chemotherapy
treatments, and radiation sessions. It was extremely obvious that in-
side her tiny, fragile body was a heart full of courage, strength, and
love. Her smile was so bright and the hug she gave me so tight that I
knew I had been called to serve.

13



That same day, we planned our first outing with the girl and
her six year old sister. I asked her what she wanted to do, where she
wanted to go, expecting her to ask for something great, much beyond
our ability. But to my surprise she simply told me: “I will go any-
where. As long as I am with you, I know I will have a good time.” It
is incredible the amount of faith this little girl has.

In taking a child and his/her siblings, we serve the parents in
giving them free time that they otherwise would not have. They are
extremely thankful for what we do, even if we are just entertaining
them at our home, taking them to the movie theater, or to the park.

God has given me a gift beyond anything I could have asked
for. This girl brightens up my day, gives me the courage and strength
to push forward every day of my life. When I think I have it tough, I
remember her strong heart and infinite kindness toward everyone she
meets, despite everything she is going through. She reminds me of
the blessings in my life — my family, my faith, my health, and my
education. She has undoubtedly turned my life’s purpose into some-
thing greater — a life of service to others. She inspires my everyday
actions and has unknowingly molded me into a more loving, serving
individual.

Three words that describe my experience are gratifying,
humbling, and heart-opening. This experience in serving others leads
me to hope that the number of children and families we assist will
grow tremendously, as well as the number of teens involved in our
service toward them. God did not make love for one to have only for
oneself. He meant for it to be shared with others. It is touching expe-
riences like these that enable us to spread the love of Christ to the
world around us. While my intention was to touch someone else’s
heart, I have found that my own life was impacted more profoundly
than I could have imagined.

Lelesse Mocio
USA
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The Core Value of Global Education
A Student’s Perspective

My Ursuline school's emphasis on global education is an
idea I have embraced readily since my first year at the school. I was
excited to take up my love of Spanish that had been neglected in
middle school classes - in which only colors, numbers, and weather
patterns were deemed important. Finally, I could explore it in all the
new ways Ursuline was offering.

The first of these many opportunities I have benefited from
at Ursuline was the student ambassador trip to Peru in which I partic-
ipated after my first year. In traveling to Peru I was able to experi-
ence and embrace another culture and way of thinking while immers-
ing myself in Spanish. And though I started off the trip by realizing
how far I really was from fluency, just two short weeks of immersion
did wonders for both my listening and speaking skills in Spanish. My
trip to Peru helped me discover the value in learning to see life
through the eyes of others around the world; the trip was also an im-
portant way in which my passion for Spanish was promoted at Ursu-
line.

The second was through the Ursuline branch of the “Nation-
al Spanish Honor Society”. When I finally got the much coveted in-
vitation to join the society at the end of my sophomore year, I was
overjoyed. I threw myself into the club and its community service
helping underprivileged kids at a school in downtown Dallas. I am
honored and thrilled to be elected Co-President of NSHS this year
and expand the impact we make on the community, as well as to
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bond more with the wonderful friends I have made through my
membership. Our club moderator, Sefiora Yousfi-Roy, whom I have
been lucky enough to have as a teacher for four years now, has set an
outstanding example of service and accomplishment for both me and
my fellow members.

Once I heard that Ursuline would be offering Arabic courses
at the start of my junior year, I was eager to take it and to explore a
new language and culture. Sefiora Yousfi-Roy, who became Usteda
(teacher) Yousfi-Roy once Arabic classes began, made the intimidat-
ing Arabic alphabet, phonics, and vocabulary both manageable and
exciting. All of last year’s class was a flurry of entirely foreign prac-
tices: reading from right to left, learning to distinguish between simi-
lar sounds that could entirely alter meaning, and reorienting our
minds to think around a new alphabet. While last year was great, this
year in Arabic II has been even better. As we have become a little
more used to reading and learning words, we have been able to
broaden our focus from just the language to include both cultural and
political studies.

Learning about the issues that lead our country to war and
countries around the world to conflict has made me feel much more
prepared to use the knowledge I gain each day to make change. As a
class, we have developed a greater respect and understanding for
both Arab culture and Islam which I believe all Ursuline students
should have the opportunity of gaining. In our American culture in
which the word Muslim has become synonymous with terrorist and a
general fear and hate towards Islam can be seen each day, I feel this
interreligious and intercultural understanding is invaluable.

I am forever grateful to Ursuline for offering me the oppor-
tunity to grow in knowledge of a beautiful culture and a wonderful
language, as well as for fostering the intercultural respect that can
make such a difference in our world.

Abby Keeble
USA
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Global Education in the Spirit of St
Angela

Ursuline Academy in Dallas was founded in 1874 as an in-
dependent Catholic preparatory school for young women sponsored
by the Ursuline Sisters. The mission of the school dedicates itself to
the total development of each individual student through spiritual
formation, intellectual growth, service to others and the building of
community.

Global education at Ursuline Academy of Dallas, Texas, is a
commitment that is supported and encouraged by Ursuline’s Admin-
istration and Board of Directors, parents, teachers and students. This
conviction is born of the catholicity of the Church and the historic
outreach of St. Angela who encouraged her followers to live in the
world.

These values are referenced extensively throughout the daily
life of our school. An important role is played by our educators’ pro-
fessional development program the GEI or Global Education Initia-
tive. In conjunction with this program, our curriculum is being con-
stantly updated. We are encouraged to be more conscious of interdis-
ciplinary collaboration that encompasses a global component. The
entire faculty attends Monday morning sessions and is given time to
develop creative working relationships to enhance student engage-
ment. We share a vision of preparing students to go out into the
world and make its challenges their own. Each department is encour-
aged to be creative, seek inter disciplinary components and engage in
project based learning, field trips, and alternative assessment.
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Our theology department is one of the chief proponents for
promoting global awareness. Comparative religion is offered and
includes Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam and Judaism along with mod-
ern religions and cults. Students visit a mosque, a synagogue, and a
Hindu temple. The social Catholic teaching component is well repre-
sented in the course that tackles such challenging topics as the death
penalty, abortion, the just wage, human trafficking, solidarity, pov-
erty, and many other current issues. It is impressive to see the extent
to which the sophomores explore the history of the Church. They
have become familiar not only with Catholicism, but with Orthodoxy,
Protestantism, and missionary history.

Our math department has collaborated with the art depart-
ment to visit the geometric art museum. Its artists hail chiefly from
Latin America and Europe. Their program introduced the students to
the world of color, design, and individual expression using the
shapes of math. Students then created their own work. They used the
computer generated geometers’ sketch pad to express their work.
Recently a computer class explored a “hide and seek” exercise using
GPS devices to locate hidden objects. It was called “geocaches”.
This was an exceedingly global exercise! Members of this depart-
ment are working on Christian mandalas with the history and art de-
partments. Math and music designed a collaborative work that ex-
pressed an understanding of math and music as partners of universal
language. Our laptop program of universal use allows us to do re-
search and remain currently engaged with the world in so many ways.

We value the importance of our foreign language program as
a gateway to the world. A number of our advanced students are expe-
riencing the joy of fluency. Recently our girls exchanged e-pal and
Skype information sharing with our sister schools in Latin America
on the ups and downs of being a teenager. The news of this part of
the world is accessed by means of the student CNN daily online
world news program accessed by each laptop. Our French courses
address francophone countries with an emphasis on West Africa and
its literature. The Chinese classes are a relatively recent addition to
our commitment to world languages. We just hosted a group of
guests from China who will celebrate their New Year with us. They
presented topics such as calligraphy, art, culinary tradition, and med-
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icine. In the words of a fourth year student of Chinese, “I feel that I
have not only taken away a new means of communicating with mil-
lions in the world abroad, but also a new perspective on these foreign
cultures. My Chinese teacher stresses that the language means noth-
ing without the culture, a sentiment I have discovered to be true.”

We currently also offer Arabic. In the words of a student
who is currently at West Point, “As a cadet at the United States Mili-
tary Academy, I’ve come across hundreds of bright students from
prestigious high schools across the country, but I am the only student
in my class of 1,300 to have studied Arabic in high school. This puts
me at an advantage both as a student at West Point, and as a future
officer in the United States Army, as so much of our mission in the
War of Terror depends on U.S. relations with the natives of Middle
Eastern nations.”

A learning tool that we are very proud of is our Gold certi-
fied LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) build-
ing which encompasses science, technology and math. This green
building: reflects our dedication to environmental sustainability. It
was constructed with energy conservation as a primary feature and a
focus on recycling and use of local materials. It includes automatic
gutters, outflow plumbing, rooftop rain for a xeriscape or water sav-
ing garden, reflective roof, sun shade overhang, and extensive use of
glass to cut down on electricity. In conjunction with this sense of
being custodians of our planet our school held a “Girl Talk, Energy,
Climate, and Water” for middle school students where issues such as
global climate were addressed. The Science Symposium for our en-
tire school addressed issues of managing the planet, oil and gas re-
sources, bioterrorism, and a host of other environmental issues such
as coastal erosion and grafting as it occurred in the cocoa plantations
of Brazil.

Our history and politics department, besides requiring two
years of world history, introduces students to current events through
weekly and monthly age appropriate world news magazines. Our
courses take us through the history of Asia, Latin America, Africa,
and Europe. Currently one of our U.S. history teachers is participat-
ing in a program to teach our country in a global context. There are
electives on the world today, 1950’s to the present and contemporary
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cultural values. Comparative politics tackles the governance of not
only the United States, but the United Kingdom, Mexico, Russia,
Nigeria, Iran, China, and the European Union. Our economics and
our government courses look at world perspectives on trade and the
role that the United States plays on the current global stage.

The fine and performing arts departments are among the
most conscious of the world around us. One project involved having
students make portraits of students in Peru who were orphaned. It’s
called the Memory Project. Another example is our ceramic teacher’s
journey to China to explore the world of porcelain. She even helped
design our Olympic symbol. Our theatrical works encompass play-
wrights from many countries, as do the topics of our student directed
‘one acts’. Recently a student presented her senior one act on the Na-
zi era. It was extremely impressive. Currently students in Theater III
are working on a touring production of the Elephant’s Child by Kip-
ling that incorporates aspects of African and Indian story-telling.

Musical instruments are examined from around the world
and students, while well versed in Western musical heritage, are
open to these expressions especially from Asia and Africa. Jazz and
folk music, as well as classical works reflect cultural influences from
America’s rich diverse cultural heritage. Many of our guest students
from various countries hold assemblies in which they sing songs and
perform customary dances. Our Asian students once donned their
ancestral countries’ dress. It was a beautiful display from India, Chi-
na, Japan, the Philippines, Korea, and Vietnam.

Our dean of diversity and global education coordinates stu-
dent exchange programs with our sister schools which includes the
United Kingdom, China, Mexico, Italy, Germany, Peru, Brazil, Chile,
and Kenya. This is a high point in the lives of so many of those in-
volved, be it teachers, students, host families. The office of the
DODGE also oversees the book club, summer reading selections and
our club trips, as well as membership in the Dallas Council of World
Affairs and Junior Council (student component).

We invite the faculty to become members of the Dallas
Council of World Affairs, an organization that offers information,
guest speakers, and international educational opportunities. Students
join the Junior Dallas Council of World Affairs which includes them
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in a variety of global activities. Current guests are an ambassador
from Turkey and a scholar on Brazil. Three teams of our students are
preparing for the Academic World Quest competition which includes
topics such as world religions, freedom of the press and of course the
Millennium Goals of the United Nations. This year’s special topic is
Ireland.

Our annual Global Issues day has become a favorite for
many of our students. As one freshman student said, “We listened to
one of the most inspiring women in the world, Immaculee Illibagiza.
I took Indian dance class, a hula class; got henna and even had my
name written in Chinese. I listened to a presentation by Empower
Africa, a charity that helps underprivileged children in Uganda and
heard an U.S diplomat who was attached to the U.S. Embassy in
Moscow. Sometimes I forget how lucky I am to have a school that
celebrates global education as much as my family does (mom born in
Dublin, dad in Sierra Leone.)At Ursuline our motto is Serviam.
When you combine global education with service, you get the typical
Ursuline student; an intelligent young woman going out to the world
to serve those less fortunate.”

It is imminently important that our students have a variety of
opportunities and organizations in which they can continuously de-
velop their awareness and commitment to a peaceful and more just
world. For example in September hundreds of our students attended
a TEDxChange webcast that introduced the United Nations Millen-
nium Goals of fighting hunger, poverty, and disease and promoting
women’s education. It challenged students to work as well toward
environmental sustainability and to seek gender equality in a global
partnership.

All of our students participate in community service projects.
While this builds community it brings them in contact with recent
immigrants from many parts of the world. A number of our girls reg-
ularly volunteer to babysit children refugees while parents take Eng-
lish classes. This is both global service and service of neighbors in
need. While most of our community service is local, our fund rising
can be for a nearby food bank, or for Haiti and our sister school in
Kenya.
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Administration, teachers and students are encouraged to
travel abroad. A number of our trips include a service component.
We are extremely fortunate to have Ursuline sister schools in Brazil,
Peru, Chile and the United Kingdom, that work with us to bring peo-
ple together in awareness of communality and cultural values. In the
words of one of our students, “I had the privilege to take part in an
Ursuline delegation to Brazil. I am still at a loss for words to describe
how much about a single country and culture I learned about by be-
ing immersed in that society.”

Many of our clubs are global in outreach. Our Model United
Nations team focuses on becoming informed on such issues as mari-
time piracy, terrorism, honor killings, global climate change, and
nuclear security using the standard standing committees of the Unit-
ed Nations such as UNESCO, DISEC and SOCHUM. Other global
clubs are Asian Club, African-American Club, Indian club and of
course World Quest and the Junior World Affairs Club. Just recently
we raised $600 for Invisible Children. Many of our clubs have a
global component. For example, the Model UN is committed to
UNESCO. Currently the ‘penny wars’ are on to help students in
Kenya. Our environmental club not only takes up global ecology, but
is instrumental in our recycling program.

Our school was the venue chosen for Ursuline Education
Services’ Biennial Conference, “Ursuline Education Connecting with
the World”. Administrators and teachers came from numerous Ursu-
line schools and even from Japan. The conference offered topics
such as technology in education, creating exchanges with other
schools, online virtual learning, service opportunities, and a key note
speaker on our responsibility to further global experiences for teach-
ers and students through Classroom Multi-Cultural Education and
travel.

Our faculty book club recently read works about the segre-
gated south in the 1950s, the Cuban revolution, and Indian Ameri-
cans. We also watched the Mao to Mozart film on changes in China
as seen through music. The students and faculty’s book for last
summer was Left to Tell about the Rwanda genocide through the
eyes of a survivor. She, Immaculee Ilibagiza, spoke at our global
issues day in the fall. It was an unforgettable experience.
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Our school is fortunate to have a number of teachers and
staff from other countries. They hail from Germany, Guatemala,
France, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Russia, Denmark, China and India.
They are a constant source of information and insight. Importantly
they present other points of view and ways of seeing the world. Also,
we currently have exchange students from Italy and Germany. Previ-
ously we had two Mexican girls from Monterrey, Mexico. They have
all entered into and enriched the daily fabric of our school.

One of the most impressive areas in which Ursuline Acade-
my embraces the world is through our impressive literature program.
It introduces the students to short stories, poetry, and novels from
writers from England, Norway, Greece, China, Guatemala, South
Africa, Botswana, Kenya, India, Japan, and Chile, from Argentina
and France and from the former Czechoslovakia, Italy and works in
Yiddish. Courses address the tragic history of genocide in Sudan,
Germany, Armenia, and Bosnia. An example of collaboration is the
art and literature course on Latin America. The course explores the
Surrealist movement from Europe to Mexico. Other classes examine
global issues from different perspectives before they themselves take
a position on a current issue.

Our classroom experiences are only part of our global expe-
rience. We have numerous opportunities for experiential learning
throughout the world. For example, a number of our students spent
part of their fall exploring Brazil while visiting our Ursuline sister
school. They visited cacao farms and learned about the rain forest.
They participated in community service as they engaged in Ilhéus’
child care program. Each student was hosted by a family of one of
the students at the school.

Currently we have Peruvian students and administrators
from the Ursuline school there visiting our school for the next few
weeks. We just said farewell to a delightful group of Ursuline stu-
dents from Santiago, Chile. Those students gave presentations on
daily life and history of their country, visited classes, taught our stu-
dents how to dance; all the while practicing their English. Later in
the spring teachers will be off to visit Chile and reconnect with our
sister school. In the summer a group is planning to visit Kenya to
visit our sister school that was founded by the Irish Ursulines. The
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trip will also include Uganda. A large number of our teachers applied
to go, which is an indication of great interest. The group will engage
in service learning, as well.

Ursuline Academy’s alumnae have made contributions all
over the world, be it the Peace Corps in Central African Republic,
South Africa, or Cameroon. Their presence is felt. Currently we have
a recent graduate spending a year in Africa. Many of our recent
graduates enrolled in university are majoring in service orientation
areas. Others have chosen to spend a semester abroad. Our alumnae
magazine periodically features alumnae who are living Serviam
abroad. (See LOGOS on ‘Choosing to Change the World” and
“Global Serviam” (2007) as well as our recent (2011) issue on
“Women Helping Women: A Global Perspective.”

This gives a number of examples of our ongoing commit-
ment to explore global education as it is lived in our school’s cultural
setting. We attempt to prepare our students with a sense of confi-
dence coupled with Christian humility and a dedication to Serviam
that enables them to ‘go beyond our borders’ with minds and spirits
meeting the future.

Teachers and students speak about our global experience.
These are a few quotes:

“We have an impressive legacy from the 475 years of Ursuline
commitment to the world and its challenges. This is a source of in-
spiration and pride. We are one of the oldest schools in Dallas. Our
halls reflect our heritage with pictures of each class of our alumnae
and an archival museum. Its entrance hallway contains a timeline of
the history of the school. It also including the original stained glass
window commemorating the 1899 25" jubilee of the school’s found-
ing. The strength of the original sisters who journeyed here from
Galveston and their initial years in Dallas are our unforgettable lega-
cy. They themselves came from various European countries. We
honor the many sisters who labored here tirelessly to give us this
wonderful academy.”

“I am beginning to remove my western glasses and see people of all
cultures in a different light. I plan to take my global education with
me to college, to pursue an even stronger global awareness. I have
realized my passion for international affairs and have concluded that
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only through a strong global awareness can one hope to make a dif-
ference in this world. Ursuline has given me the opportunity to gain
this education, an education that will help me to transcend borders
and make an impact.”

In conclusion, Global Education at Ursuline Academy of
Dallas is a work in progress. We are looking forward to embracing
challenge, while we move into the complex new world of the 21*
century. Our global tradition is a source of inspiration and strength.

Our academy is committed to the Ursuline attitude of “care,
concern and love for the whole Universe.” It is through strengthening
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms that we can
come to develop understanding and, hopefully, friendships among
nations through mutual respect that fosters peace. Our grounding is
in the Ursuline mission, heritage and values.

With these wonderful words of St. Angela ‘Tenete 1’antica
strada..... e fate vita nuova’, (Seventh Counsel, 22) we hope to con-
tinue to embrace the world with faith, justice and a deep concern for
others. We have our heritage to inspire us, and our commitment to be
the change we envision.

Anita Pezzimenti
USA
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Angela’s Charism in my Life and Work
at Ursuline Academy of St Louis, Missouri

“Handing on the torch” has been my experience of Angela’s
charism since I first met the Ursuline Sisters in high school. As I re-
flect on the charism of St. Angela and the Ursulines, the song entitled,
“Go Light Your World,” comes to mind.

The words are as follows:

There is a candle in every soul;

some brightly burning, some dark and cold.
There is a Spirit who brings a fire,

ignites a candle and makes his home.

So, carry your candle, run to the darkness,
seek out the hopeless, confused and torn.
Hold out your candle for all to see it.

Take your candle and go light your world.
Take your candle and go light your world.

The Sisters have called me to ministry from the day I met
them, first through Serviam experienced during my high school ser-
vice projects, as well as a service trip to Appalachia. Then, later I
was invited into a teaching ministry, and finally, I was asked to serve
in my current role as Director of Mission Effectiveness in Ursuline
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Academy, St. Louis. I quoted the lyrics to this song because in my
experience as student, teacher, and in the mission effectiveness office,
I have experienced the Sisters repeatedly inviting me and so many
others to acknowledge the “spirit who brings the fire” (listen to the
Spirit within) and to “Take your candle”(share your gifts) and “go
light your world” (in service of the Gospel call).

Angela lived her life in a way that was countercultural in the
1500’s and is still countercultural in the 21* century. She was a con-
templative in action and invites us to live in that same spirit. Angela
expressed the message of the song, “Go Light Your World” in these
words: Act, do something, get moving, persevere, get on your knees
and pray, then be ready for big surprises. (Counsels, Prologue, 17-
18) More than 475 years after the foundation of the Company of St.
Ursula, Angela continues to call us to live in this “healthy tension” of
contemplation and action. Always letting our first recourse be to
gather at the feet of Jesus Christ and knowing that we have more
need to serve than to be served.

As I experience the life-giving energy of our young women,
I also recognize the pace which we keep is not always life-giving. I
love the fact that Angela calls us to a ministry of “both and”. Her
ministry was one of prayer and presence to the people in the commu-
nity in which she lived, as well as action in response to peoples’
needs. She did not identify herself as an educator, caregiver, etc.
She lived in community with her neighbors, and shared God’s spirit
with them, making herself available through a ministry of contempla-
tion and presence. However, she didn’t stop there. As she heard
God’s spirit and recognized the needs of the people of her time, she
responded in service.

How do we respond to this same call of contemplation and
service in our local ministries? At Ursuline Academy in St. Louis we
are grateful for the guidance of the Ursuline Sisters of the Roman
Union in sharing their Chapter Call 2007.
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Be fearless then, be confident;
wherever you go,
the Lord is with you.
Joshua 1:9

Strengthened
by the Word of God
and by our communion
with each other,
let us have the courage
to go beyond our borders
and, with Angela, to be signs
of reconciliation
and of hope.
General Chapter 2007

From this call, we have been reflecting on the following
multi-year theme, Together...Reaching Beyond Borders, Rooted in
Community, Strengthened by Faith.

As we have attempted to bring the above statement to life in
our community, we have encouraged our members to look at the var-
ious borders we hold within our hearts that may keep us from accept-
ing and appreciating those who are different from us, be it physically,
mentally, spiritually, etc...What other borders keep us from respond-
ing to our Gospel call of love and service to others?

As a result of the General Chapter in 2007, the Ursuline Sis-
ters decided to focus on human trafficking and have invited all of
their ministries world-wide to participate in raising awareness about
this issue. Some classes and student organizations have researched
this topic and sought to bring awareness of this global crisis within
our school and St. Louis community.

With that in mind, we have challenged our community to
look at the issue of human trafficking, reflecting on ways to raise
awareness about this modern day injustice. Students participated in a
program entitled “Teen Speak™ and shared their research on human
trafficking in our local community with the panel of judges, political
leaders and legislators. A couple from St. Louis MO shared their ex-
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perience of working in Ghana to assist the people there with the issue
of human trafficking. This year our Leadership for Diversity team
hosted a regional conference on diversity and the topic of human
trafficking was its main focus.

St. Angela, foundress of the Ursuline Sisters, challenges us
with the following words, Act, move, believe, strive, hope, cry out to
him with all your heart, for without doubt you will see marvelous
things, if you direct everything to the praise and glory of God.
(Counsels, Prologue, 17-18)

As mentioned earlier, Angela lived her life as a contempla-
tive in action and has invited us to live this way. Along with her
above quote, she calls us to a ministry of presence. This year we
have invited our school community to reflect on what it means to be
rooted in community. We have used the following writing from
Margaret Wheatley as a jumping off point for the school year.

There is no power greater than a community discovering what it
cares about.

Ask “What’s possible?” not “What’s wrong?” and then keep asking.
Notice what you care about.

Assume that many others share your dreams.

Be brave enough to start a conversation that matters.

Talk to people you know.

Talk to people you don’t know.

Talk to people you never talk to.

Be intrigued by the difference you hear.

Expect to be surprised.

Treasure curiosity more than certainty.

Invite in everybody who cares to work on what’s possible.
Acknowledge that everyone is an expert about something.
Know that creative solutions come from new connections.

Remember, you don’t fear people whose story you know.
Real listening always brings people closer together.

Trust that meaningful conversations can change your world.
Rely on human goodness. Stay together.
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From: Turning To One Another by Margaret Wheatley

What a great invitation to community! We have made conscious ef-
forts this year to be more present to one another. During Advent, our
theme was “Rooted in Community...we are called to be the gift of
presence to others.” We wrote the following letter to our parents and
students with an invitation to participate in family night.

“Rooted in community” is also a concept that begins at
home. So often families are pulled in too many directions;
allowing for little time to truly be present for one another.
We believe that quality family time is essential for the “de-
velopment of the whole person and nurturing a community
spirit.” To honor this, we have set aside December 8, which
is also the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, as Family
Night. This means there will be no scheduled school activi-
ties that evening. It is truly meant to be an evening devoted
to family and a sense of community. We hope you will take
this time to have a family meal, trim the tree, bake cookies,
play a game or possibly go for a brisk December stroll! The
good news is that it’s totally up to you® It seems to be more
of a challenge every day to carve out time for what is essen-
tial, and we thought a day during the season of Advent might
be the perfect opportunity to slow down and spend some time
being present to one another.

Angela lived her life in a rhythm of contemplation and pres-
ence that gave her clarity about how to respond in action to the needs
of the world. I believe the reason the Ursuline Sisters are more than
475 years strong and still thriving in our world, has everything to do
with “carrying on steadfastly” the charism of St. Angela Merici.
They continue to “hand on the torch”, allowing all of us to be collab-
orators in ministry of “contemplatives in action”. Their ministry is
rooted in the Gospel call and God’s spirit, and thus flourishes in our
world serving the people and needs of the time. Thanks for the invi-
tation to take your candle and go light your world.

Terri Rogan
USA

31



32



Empowerment in the Spirit of Angela:
Piaui, Brazil

We, Ursulines of Brazil, have begun an educative project for
the youth of the Saint Angela Foundation in the city of Pedro II,
Piaui, Brazil. In this vision the “popular educator” (popular meaning
something referring to common people) accompanies the students of
the Family Agricultural School of Saint Angela — EFSA. It was ob-
served that some young people belonged to groups — social and ec-
clesial - but that they needed formation in the sense of what we call
Popular Education, based on the theory of Paulo Freire.

This project motivated the participants to increase their self-
esteem (personal and as a group) and to struggle against prejudice
and changes in cultural values for the exercise of citizenship and
progress in the use of power on a local level.

The objectives that are specific to this type of course are:

e To enlarge the experience of youth and maintain a vital faith,
life and struggle for growth for them;

e To get acquainted with the reality to which our youth be-
longs, searching for alternative ways of “facing up to” situa-
tions and change;

e To dialogue in terms of respect for young people’s identity,
observing its options, challenges and decisions;

e To widen and increase young people’s capacity to act, enliv-
en and mobilize in the direction of greater development of
educational processes.

The exercises of reflection, free and sincere discussion, are
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necessary to learn to be wiser people. The challenging situations of
our everyday life must be taken in our stride calmly in order to im-
prove our abilities and capacities for social interaction and personal
growth. We used the Writings of St. Angela beginning with the 7"
Legacy, 2, 3, and 4.

As educators, we will be called to work with groups and we
must evaluate our position and behavior as educators of “common
people”. We maintain an attitude of recognizing that our groups al-
ready have much experience and much knowledge. Will our duty be
to confirm their knowledge? Might it not be to add new content to
their experiential information? Should we not be aware of the differ-
ent types of knowledge our group carries? We need to help them
make this knowledge their own, these different types of knowledge,
and lead them to new horizons where they will be able to develop
new and better strategies and wider horizons thus transforming the
reality they are a part of. Here we used Writings of St. Angela from
her 4™ Counsel, 7, 8, and 9.

The words of Abraham who welcomed the pilgrims is inspi-
ration to us.

Pilgrim, pilgrim...

You thought of journeying, searching...

Someone on the way sought you out...

You thought of being welcomed, of being a guest...
Someone awaited you...

Similar to them, we are all pilgrims searching for our dreams
and victories.

When we consider the person of Saint Angela and the meth-
ods she used to accomplish her mission, her welcoming others, her
respect for diversity, the patience during the process of conversion of
the disciples she counseled, we observe numerous principles of
popular education very clearly. That is why in our education of rural
youth, Saint Angela becomes very present through her counsels and
her legacies.

Ursulines
Brazil
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Ursuline Student Profile in Barbados

Anyone who reads the writings of Angela Merici will realize
her profound sense of what it means to be created by God and to be
loved by Him. This belief is revealed in all she says and does and, in
turn, not only influences all those who come into her orbit, but has
been transmitted down through the centuries to all Ursuline students.
It is the basis of the respect and courtesy, the tolerance and generosi-
ty, gentleness and kindness shown in their relationships with others
whether they are consciously aware of it or not. It also gives birth to
a greater sense of self-worth and personal dignity, and above all, a
realization of the transcendence of their lives.

To make these traits second nature for our students, they
have been given a special badge — the Serviam badge — which em-
bodies the high ideals which, it is hoped, will be theirs. The stars re-
mind them of the loyalty and constancy needed in all their contacts
and decisions.

Above all, the constellation pointing to the North Star must
be reflected in their search for Jesus, the Truth, that must underlie
and determine all their decisions and actions. The Cross on their
badge speaks of Christ's suffering and victory which will always be a
source of courage and strength for them in all the difficulties and
pains of their lives. Finally, the word itself — Serviam — must be lived
in their deeds, the consequence of their belief in the Fatherhood of
God making us all keepers of our brothers and sisters along the jour-
ney through life. Furthermore, the very colours of the badge — green
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and silver — indicate the hope and sincerity that should accompany
all they do.

Equipped with this rich inheritance of the centuries, our stu-
dents are prepared for all the eventualities of all times. Their choice
of careers, their ultimate goal in life, their daily plans for their 